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Interface between codebases
● We have seen loading data through files that are 

downloaded and consistent through program execs.

● A general format of sharing information is termed an 
API.

● API is user defined and format shared w/ others to use.
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Hacker News API
1) Read the docs.

2) Discover what to call, to get the info you want.

3) Learn how to call such an API.

4)Learn what is the output of the API.
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https://github.com/HackerNews/API
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import requests

url = "https://hacker-
news.firebaseio.com/v0/item/8863.
json"

response = requests.get(url)
print(f"Response code: 
{response.status_code}")

response_dict = response.json()
print(f"Response: 
{response_dict}")

title = response_dict["title"]
print(title)

Status
 codes

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_HTTP_status_codes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_HTTP_status_codes
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Let’s practice
Hacker News also has an API endpoint “https://hacker-
news.firebaseio.com/v0/topstories.json”  which returns the 
top news stories id’s as an array. Using this and the 
previous “https://hacker-news.firebaseio.com/v0/item/ 
{ID}.json” endpoint find all the top news titles and by which 
author. 
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